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I wish to begin with the proposition that US-Iran relations have entered into an irreversible
normalization process: the question is no longer if but when. As many of you know, several
openings in the past were reversed leading to an exacerbation of the spiral conflict between
the two governments. We are of course in the beginning of a very protracted process and
surprises of a positive or negative consequence for the relations in both sides, in the side of
Iran in particular, should not be discounted. Nonetheless, I believe, the future will witness
more reduction in tension between the two countries.

Where do we stand in the normalization process is hard to tell as contradictory signals and
policies in both sides make a determination complicated. We are certainly moving away
from confrontation and mutual demonization that characterized relations between the two
governments, toward remission and mutual recognition. In this respect, the most important
development has been a change of tone and a willingness to listen and reciprocate, a
development I have called "poetry reading". As a consequence, the wall of mistrust is being.
slowly demolished though both sides continue to remain suspicious of each other's intention.


