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Press Release

The American Iranian Council
WELCOMES BREAKTHROUGH IN US-IRAN RELATIONS

Today, Wednesday, May 31, 2006, in a stunning turnaround in American policy towards Iran, Secretary
of State Condoleeza Rice indicated that the U.S. is willing to join three key European Union countries at
the negotiating table with Iran. Dr. Hooshang Amirahmadi, President of the American Iranian Council
(AIC), described the opportunity as “a historic breakthrough that reaffirms the Council’s belief that
discussions between Iran and the United States are necessary to resolve the nuclear crisis and reduce
hostilities.”

Secretary Rice’s announcement comes after Iran's President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and its
Ambassador to the United Nations, Javad Zarif, made overtures towards direct talks with the U.S.
Although sporadic discussions have occurred in the past, this is the first time in 27 years that the two
governments have accepted the notion of direct negotiations over a matter of mutual concern to both
nations. The Council views this move as an important step in the direction of mutual understanding
between the two countries.

Plenty of obstacles exist that could prevent successful outcomes. First, the discussions are multilateral,
rather than bilateral, and are not aimed at addressing all mutual grievances. Second, the U.S. has
conditioned its involvement on Iran’s willingness to cease nuclear enrichment. Third, the U.S.
government has shown no interest in taking regime change or the military option off of the table.
Nonetheless, the American Iranian Council believes that both countries have a responsibility to make this
initiative work.

Last month, in a position piece by Dr. Amirahmadi, the Council urged the Bush administration to seek a
6+1 framework for discussions and to engage Iran without preconditions. Rice’s announcement is a
necessary first step; however, successful negotiations will require flexibility from both sides. As a
confidence building measure, the Iranian government should stop enrichment for a predetermined time
period and the U.S. must not insist on preconditions for talks with Iran.

In the past, the Iranian government has missed major opportunities, the most significant of which was
provided by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, in March 2000, at an AIC conference. Albright
extended an apology to the Iranian people for misguided American policies, including the 1953 coup, and
offered to negotiate with Iran towards a global settlement of issues of mutual concern. The Iranian
leaders have since regretted this missed opportunity.

The American Iranian Council urges the Iranian government to remain open-minded in its foreign and
domestic policies, to allow for normalization of relations with the U.S. and to make strides towards free
elections for the Iranian people, both of which are in the best interests of the Iranian nation. Both the
United States and Iran must take this historic opportunity to engage in constructive dialogue, as a means
to bridge differences and realize common interests.

ABOUT AIC

The mission of AIC is to be a constructive force, in cooperation and partnership with other organizations,
in bringing the United States and Iran together, involving the Iranian-American community in the
dialogue, and bringing attention to social and political conditions in Iran.
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